
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL HATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 80-~28

NPDES NO. CA000621+6

REISSUING HASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREHENTS FOR:

GENERAL ELECTRIC CO!'ll'ANY
VALLECITOS NUCLEAR CENTER
PLEASANTON, ALAHEDA COUNTY

The California Regional I-later Quality Control Board, San FrancLsco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. General Electrie Company (GE), Vallecitos NucLea r Center (VNC)
hereinafter ealled the diseharger, submitted an application for
reissuance of its NPDES permit (NPDES Standard Form C) dated
June 28, 1979.

2. VNC is Loca t ed in VaLl.ec Lt.os Valley about five miles southeasterly
from the City of Pleasanton. The.primary functions of VNC are
nuclear fuel research and production of radio-isotopes for
medical and other uses. Faeilities on site (see Attachment 1)
LncLude a (50 l1H) test r eac t or known as GETR, whLch has been shut
down sinee Oetober 27, 1977; a small (100 KH) graphite moderated

nuclear test reactor known as NTR: laboratories for studies in
radiochemistry~ metallurgy, and nuclear fuels; shops; and support
f ac Ll.LtLes , There are also two other nuclear reactors on. site,
\<Ihich have been shut down for a number of years. GE has no
present plans for reactivating either of these two reactors«

3& VNC operations generate s ewage and industrial Hastes" The
industrial was t e consists of non-contact equipment cooling
wa t e r , cooling t owe r bLowdown and other miscellaneous liquid
discharges from industrial facilities, ineluding distillate
from a was t e evaporator whLch sc:paratcs nou.-voLat Ll.e radioacti.vc
material from was t ewat e r s , Sewage (approximately 0.007 mgd)
is treated and disposed on GIO property by spraying on lando

Industrial Haste f.lotvs have been approximately 0,,085 mgd since
GETR wa.s shut. down , F'l.ows were approximately 0 .. 23 mgd when
GETR Has operating" All wast.ewater, other than storm runo£f~

is collected in retention basins and relea$ed after compliance
wl.th NRC (Nuclear Regulatory Commission) standards, has b e eu
assured.. The discharges from the three retention basins enter
a drainage channel wh'Lch empties into Vallecitos Creek ..
Vallecitos Creek joins Arroyo de la Laguna and Alameda Creek
about two miles further downs t ream , Vallecitos Creek, Arroyo
de la Laguna and Alameda Creek are all nontidal Haters of the
United States.
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